
MINUTES 

Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place:  Administration Building 

157 N. Main Street, Suite 145 

Wednesday, June 14, 2017 

 

 

Board Members Attending: Nick Petrillo, Herb Clay, Christine Wallace, David Baker and 

Walter Hunter 

 

Board Members Absent: Charlotte Charbonnier and Michael Durbin  

 

Staff Attending: Jennifer Roth  

 

Ms. Wallace called the meeting to order at 4:30. 

 

A motion to approve the May 2017 meeting minutes was made by Mr. Clay and seconded by Mr. 

Petrillo. 

 

A motion to approve the June 2017 claim was made by Mr. Hunter and seconded Mr. Clay. 

 

Agency Announcements 

 

Chestnut Health Systems – Mr. Mercer announced that the plans for the Vivitrol Program with 

Madison County Jail inmates – “Behind the Walls” would begin shortly and would initially be 

targeting 50-60 Drug Court clients.   

 

William BeDell ARC – Mr. Rollins announced that Ms. Blaha, after forty-four years with the 

agency had retired and that the new school principal would be Ms. Kathy Germsheid and the 

new assistant principal would be Ms. Stacey Marsh.     

 

Challenge Unlimited – Ms. Gentry and Ms. Brown were on hand to reengage with our Board.  

Both ladies shared that the vocational development program operating in the Madison County 

Cafeteria was offering more healthy choices as had been requested by the County Health and 

Wellness Committee.  They hope to provide a wide variety of options that will appeal to all 

employees.  Ms. Brown also announced that the agency had an opening in their Employment 

Services Division at both their Alton and Swansea sites.   

 

Madison County Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan announced that the renovations at the 

Center were progressing nicely.  As of the meeting time that day, she had not heard whether the 

VOCA application had been approved but she should by the end of the day.  She also announced 

that the annual Kid’s Health, Safety & Activity Fair was being held at the Alton Moose Lodge 

this year on August 5th with many new activities planned.     

 

Centerstone of IL – Ms. Craig announced that with the ongoing opiate crisis, they have 

increased capacity in their Methadone Clinic by another twenty slots.  Their MAT (Medication 

Assisted Treatment) program is also able to prescribe Vivitrol and Suboxone for those who may 

be appropriate for those regimens.  With methadone being moved over to a Medicaid billable 

service in the near future, the agency will work to accommodate as many additional clients as 

possibly once confirmation from the state is made to move forward. 

 



Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation – Ms. Barnes announced that the Medical Legal 

Partnership would be gaining a psychology student intern from SIUE this summer.  One project 

the intern will be handling is the development of new flyers/brochures on issues such as: gaining 

power of attorney, expungement, etc.  All was going well with the Partnership. 

 

Madison County Catholic Charities (Professional Counseling Solutions) – Ms. Brown 

announced that they have been working diligently to formalize all of the logistical details with 

the soon to be announced support group for individuals who have lost a family member or friend 

to overdose.  They have been working in partnership with Ms. Cuddeback at Heartlinks Grief 

Center. 

 

The Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Southern IL – Mr. Miller was on hand for Ms. Baxter 

who was unable to be at the meeting.  He announced that everyone had a wonderful time at 

Camp Roehr – staff and kids alike with more than twenty kids attending.     

 

Heartlinks Grief Center – Ms. Cuddeback also shared briefly about the development of the 

overdose loss support group with Madison County Catholic Charities.  She announced that 

Heartlinks had been working with a group of kids in the Highland School District on Grief, Loss 

and Death.  They were also preparing for more sessions of QPR to be provided at Challenge 

Unlimited and at the State Police Youth Camp.   

 

Hoyleton Youth & Family Services – Mr. Brice Bloom-Ellis was in attendance to engage with 

the Board and share information on the eighteen programs they have to offer at nine different 

locations.  The agency may be looking to apply for Aid Dollars in the upcoming FY 18 

Application Cycle.  Mr. Blumenthal also passed around program and agency brochures.   

 

St. John’s Community Care – Ms. Berry announced that after much careful thought by their 

Board, the agency would not be taking over the Adult Day Care Program at St. Clare’s in Alton.  

They will work with St. Clare’s to transfer any interested clients to their program in 

Edwardsville.  St. Clare’s ADC will be closing June 30th.  She also mentioned the misprint in the 

IL Business Journal, which stated that St. John’s was closing their two adult day programs.  They 

made lemonade out of lemons; with the Journal coming out to St. John’s and doing some free 

publicity for the agency.     

 

Phoenix Crisis Center – the new Executive Director, Ms. Laura Croft, was in attendance to 

introduce herself to everyone and get to know the Board.  This is only her seventh week with the 

agency but she looks forward to moving the organization forward. 

 

Ms. Wallace and Ms. Roth thanked all of the agencies present for their attendance at the meeting 

and their announcements. 

 

With no other agency announcements, Ms. Wallace moved on to Financial Requests. 

 

Financial Requests 

 

System Development Budget  
 

The Highland Community School District’s Very Important Principles program requested 

$4,337.00 in support of their 2017-2018 school year programming, which provides character 

education training to support social emotional skills and maintenance of good mental health and 

safety for 3,000 children in the district.  Ms. Roth shared that Ms. Phillips, the requester, was 



unable to attend the meeting and asked that the request be tabled until the next Board meeting in 

August.  A motion to table the request was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mr. Petrillo. 

 

The Wood River-Hartford Elementary School District requested $1,476.00 to support four staff 

attending a two-day trauma-informed schools conference specifically designed for educators, 

school administrators and personnel, mental health professionals and parents in St. Louis on 

November 6-7, 2017 to help advance the school districts move towards a trauma-sensitive 

school.  As no one was in attendance to represent the request, a motion to table the request until 

the meeting in August was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Baker. 

 

Ms. Roth requested the approval of $3,000 to be paid to Chestnut Health Systems for providing a 

session of Mental Health First Aid 8 hour training for the staff of Senior Services Plus in Alton 

and the pastors and staff affiliated with the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Ministerial Association on 

June 28, 2017.  A motion to approve the request was made by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Mr. 

Hunter.   

 

Executive Director’s Report 

 

Ms. Roth announced that the official application period for FY 18 funding would be July 1 – 21, 

2017.  This timeline allows for adequate application review by staff, finance committee and full 

Mental Health Board so that recommendations can be made in a timely manner.  These 

recommendations are then put into the budget package submitted to Madison County for the 

county budget cycle.  Ms. Roth’s goal is to have the funding application materials posted prior to 

July (potentially by the end of next week).  At least five new agencies have expressed interest in 

applying for Aid funding; one in multiple programs. 

 

Progress is being made in the job search for an Office Manager/Information Specialist position.  

The new reworked/updated job description as included in the prior month’s packet has been 

scheduled for review and approval by the County Personnel Committee on June 19th.  If 

approved, Ms. Roth hopes to post immediately. 

 

With most of the monthly announcements given in the June informational, Ms. Roth did not have 

any substantial additions to report: 

-Several meetings were updated on the schedule: 

 June 15th John Dimick and the Region 5 Metro East Network staff will be 

coming by the office for an informal meeting to get better acquainted at 

10:00 (his official meet and greet at the Alton office was cancelled due to 

bad weather this past winter).   
 

 June 15th Meeting with Ms. Cohan and Ms. Smith to keep working on 

putting together funding and planning of the CBT Trauma Systems of 

Care Training and Learning Collaborative at 2:00. 
 

 June 8th Ms. Roth was able to attend the training day of the two day 

Association Meeting in Champaign with carpooling with one of the 

presenters, a colleague at Chestnut speaking on the Drug Free 

Communities Partnership Group.  Still getting to meetings and maintain 

office functions is a balancing act. 
 

 June 12th attended the 3:00 Madison County Partnership to End 

Homelessness Executive Committee Meeting at Community 

Development. 



 

 

-Several community trainings were finalized: 
 

 Mental Health First Aid has been scheduled for June 28th with approximately 25 already 

signed up;  

 

 QPR is being provided for Challenge Unlimited staff on June 15th for approximately 55 

staff members.  

 

 The WRAP session for Service Members, Veterans & Their Families also began in June 

on Mondays afternoons with approximately 12 individuals registered.   

 

Ms. Roth is working to maintain office functions with a current priority on finishing application 

forms to be posted, completing quarterly agency contract compliance; and continued follow up 

on getting job opening filled.     

 

With no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Baker and 

seconded by Mr. Clay at 5:30.  


